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W10-1376.  Maassen, Pierce E. (1926-1967). 
 Papers, 1948-1966.  0.50 linear ft. 
 
Abstract 
 
 Personal papers of Pierce E. Maassen, minister of the Reformed Church in America, 
pastor of Reformed Church congregations and director of Temple Time, 1959-1963.  Contains 
student papers written at Hope College and Western Theological Seminary, radio messages, 
correspondence, and articles he authored.   
 
Accession No:  W10-1376 
Provenance:  Pierce E. Maassen 
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Biography 
 
 Pierce E. Maassen was born in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, on July 2, 1926.  His parents were 
Rev. Herman and Nettie Kleinjans Maassen.  He grew up in Sheboygan, Wisconsin; North 
Holland, Michigan; and Friesland, Wisconsin, where his father was serving as pastor of 
congregations.  After serving in the United States Air Corps, Maassen matriculated at Hope 
College, Holland, Michigan, in 1946, graduating in 1950.  His theological education was at the 
Western Theological Seminary, 1950-1953. 
  Following his graduation from Western Seminary, Pierce and his wife, Edith, served the 
Reformed Church in New Era, Michigan, 1953-1957; and Faith Reformed Church, Traverse 
City, 1957-1959.  He began his work as director of the Reformed Church radio program, Temple 
Time, serving from 1959 to 1963, when he became pastor of the First Reformed Church of 
Byron Center, Michigan.  His untimely death caused by stomach cancer at the age of forty-one, 
occurred July 5, 1967. 
 
Scope and Content 
 
 The collection includes student papers he wrote at Hope College and Western 
Theological Seminary.  Maassen became interested in a radio ministry immediately after he 
became pastor of the New Era congregation.  There are two files of his radio messages over the 
Muskegon, Michigan, radio station, WMUS.  His collection contains some of his Temple Time 
messages and correspondence from listeners.  The doctrine of the Roman Catholic Church 
interested him, causing him to take a course with Confraternity Home Study Service of St. Louis, 
Missouri.  Maassen became well-known in the Reformed Church in America, causing him to be 
invited by the editor of the denominational paper, The Church Herald, to submit articles for 
publication. 
 
Container List 
 
 Articles 
  “Dear Sir. . . . Letters From Life, The Church Herald, September 6, 1957 
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  “New Gospel Light for Darkened Spain, The Church Herald, May 8, 1959  
Biographical, 1968, 2000 
Correspondence 
  Correspondence pertaining to Roman Catholicism, 1950-1953 
  Confraternity Home Study Service, 1948-1951 
                        Biographical information on Thomas DeWitt Talmage, November 10, 1950 
  Burrell Pennings, 1950-1952 
  D. Elton Trueblood, August 31, 1956  
Course Work 
 General, 1950-1963 
 “God and Suffering,” n.d. 
 “The Great Religions of the World,” ca. 1950 
“The Organization of the Early Christian Church,” 1947 
Systematic Theology, Western Theological Seminary, 1950-1953 
“The Unity of God,” n.d. 
“Studies in the Book of Acts” n.d. 
 “Two Thousand Years of Church and State,” 1950  
Document, “Overture to the Classis of South Grand Rapids from the Immanuel Reformed 
Church (Grand Rapids, Michigan) requesting the Reformed Church in America to 
withdraw from the World Council of Churches, March 5, 1962 
Newsletter, The Lamplighter, First Reformed Church, Byron Center, Michigan, vol. I, 
no. 1-vol. I, no. 8, February, 1965-1966 
 Papers 
  Temple Time, 1960-1963 
  David Vila, the director of the Spanish ministry of Temple Time, 1959-1961 
 Sermons 
  “The Redemption Hour” broadcast, WMUS, Muskegon Michigan, 1953-1954  
(2 folders) 
  Temple Time radio messages, 1959-1963 
